Practice exercise: Creating Compound Adjectives.

Use the underlined material to create the missing compound adjectives. You may have to use words that are not actually in the sentence –or there may be no hints at all.

The Ministry of Leisure and Finance has a new, very skilful minister. She answers all of the public's queries with statements that are crafted carefully by his committee of experts. She always replies to everything with a ____________________________________.

The minister used to be an impresario for the famous rock-group, "Vandals In Sandals". She is known everywhere. 

The minister is a ______________________________________.

The minister's committee is highly efficient. When there is an issue to deal with, they consult at once and come up with an effective solution. It is like medicine that acts fast.

The committee always produces a ____________________________.

The minister has a machine that she uses to shred her private papers.

She has a ______________________________________.

It looks old-fashioned with its beige panels, and it weighs one-hundred kilograms.

She has a(n) ________________________,  ____________________, __________________________________.

She hides it under her desk, just to be careful.

It is her _____________________________ secret.

When she wants to send a private letter to a wealthy supporter, she seals the envelope with a special glue that dries very quickly. 

She seals it with a special, _________________________________.

Her secretary has a crush on her. He chews gum during his breaks and strums the mandolin.

She has a________________________,  _______________________ in her office.

It is an old instrument that the guitarist for Vandals In Sandals sold him at a party. It is about two feet long and has a reddish colour.

It is a _______________________, ____________________________.

This poor secretary is not a very attractive specimen. His face is pimply, and his nose is as oily as the Spanish coast.

He is a__________________________, ________________________!

Here are the suggested corrections. Practise reading these sentences out loud. Pay attention especially to the pronunciation of the compound adjectives. Notice the impressionistic use I have made of bold-face and different sizes of fonts to convey the accent-patterns.

The Ministry of Leisure and Finance has a new, very skilful minister. She answers all of the public's queries with statements that are crafted carefully by his committee of experts. 

She always replies to everything with a carefully-crafted statement.

The minister used to be an impresario for the famous rock-group, "Vandals In Sandals". She is known everywhere. 

The minister is a well-known person.

The minister's committee is highly efficient. When there is an issue to deal with, they consult at once and come up with an effective solution. It is like medicine that acts fast. 

The committee always produces a fast-acting remedy.

The minister has a machine that she uses to shred her private papers.

She has a paper-shredding machine.

It looks old-fashioned with its beige panels, and it weighs one-hundred kilograms. 

She has an old-fashioned-looking, beige-panelled, one-hundred kilogram paper-shredder.

She hides it under her desk, just to be careful. 

It is her carefully-hidden secret.

When she wants to send a private letter to a wealthy supporter, she seals the envelope with a special glue that dries very quickly. 

She seals it with a special, quick-drying glue.

Her secretary has a crush on her. He chews gum during his breaks and strums the mandolin. 

She has a gum-chewing, mandoline-strumming admirer in her office.

It is an old instrument that the guitarist for Vandals In Sandals sold him at a party. It is about two feet long and has a reddish colour. 

It is a two-foot-long, reddish-coloured instrument.

This poor secretary is not a very attractive specimen. His face is pimply, and his nose is as oily as the Spanish coast. 

He is a pimply-faced, oily-nosed Romeo!

